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 Canals are human-made waterways that deliver 

water to farmers. 
 

 Canals are an important part of our way of life in the 
San Joaquin Valley.   
 

 Without canals, there would be no irrigation and 
without irrigation farmers couldn’t grow food or 
provide important jobs. 
 

 

What Are Canals? 



Canals Come in All Shapes and Sizes 



Each Summer canals deliver snow melt from the 
Sierra Nevada Mountains to Farmers’ fields. 

Where Does the Water Come From? 



Canals Are Dangerous 
Canals were never built for swimming or play, only to 
quickly and efficiently deliver water to Valley farms. 

Canals can have unseen dangers, such as hidden pipes and gates. 
Water in a canal could force you into a pipe or pin you against a gate. 



Canals are not made like a 
swimming pool -- there are no 
stairs or ladders to get out! 

 
 
 

It’s Difficult to Climb Out of a Canal 

The sides of canals can be 
steep, muddy and slippery. 

Canals are only made to 
move water.  



Below the Surface of the Water 

The water is cold and running faster  than it looks! 



What to do in an Emergency? 
 

 If a friend falls into a canal, never 
go in after them. 
 

 Remain calm. Call 9-1-1 and get 
help.  
 

 Never try to rescue a pet or toy 
that has fallen into a canal. 



 What have we learned? 
Find at least five dangerous things these kids should not be doing 



It’s As Easy As 
Stay Safe – Stay Out! 

 The easiest way to stay safe is 
to stay out of canals. 

 Never play near canals.  
 Never fish in canals.  
 Never swim in a canal! 
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